Books Suggestions for 2019-2020
Sixteen names from which you need to place nine checks.
All selections are available in paperback, kindle, and most in audible
_____ The Alice Network by Kate Quinn 532 pages
_____ The Husband’s Secret by Liane Moriarty 396 pages
_____ Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover 334 pages
_____ Devotion: An Epic Story of Heroism, Friendship, and Sacrifice by Adam Makos 464 pages
_____ Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI by David Grann 359 pages
_____ The Masterpiece by Fiona Davis 368 pages
_____ A Fall of Marigolds by Susan Meissner 394 pages
_____ The Prayer Box by Lisa Wingate 400 pages
_____ Long Way Gone by Charles Martin 296 pages
_____ The Story of Arthur Truluv by Elizabeth Berg 240 pages
_____ The Someday Jar by Allison Morgan 343 pages
_____ The Silver Music Box by Mina Baites 263 pages
_____ The Truth About Grace by Cassie Dandridge Selleck 287 pages
_____ Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns 405 pages
_____ A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith (a classic selection) 496 pages
_____ There There by Tommy Orange 294 pages

Books Suggestions for 2019-2020
Sixteen names from which we need to choose nine
All selections are available in paperback, kindle, and most in audible
The Alice Network by Kate Quinn
532 pages
1947. In the chaotic aftermath of World War II, American college girl Charlie St. Clair is pregnant,
unmarried, and on the verge of being thrown out of her very proper family. She's also nursing a desperate
hope that her beloved cousin Rose, who disappeared in Nazi-occupied France during the war, might still be
alive. So when Charlie's parents banish her to Europe to have her "little problem" taken care of, Charlie
breaks free and heads to London, determined to find out what happened to the cousin she loves like a
sister.
1915. A year into the Great War, Eve Gardiner burns to join the fight against the Germans and
unexpectedly gets her chance when she's recruited to work as a spy. Sent into enemy-occupied France,
she's trained by the mesmerizing Lili, the "Queen of Spies", who manages a vast network of secret agents
right under the enemy's nose.
Thirty years later, haunted by the betrayal that ultimately tore apart the Alice Network, Eve spends her
days drunk and secluded in her crumbling London house. Until a young American barges in uttering a name
Eve hasn't heard in decades, and launches them both on a mission to find the truth...no matter where it
leads.
The Husband’s Secret by Liane Moriarty
396 pages
Imagine that your husband wrote you a letter, to be opened after his death. Imagine, too, that the letter
contains his deepest, darkest secret—something with the potential to destroy not just the life you built
together, but the lives of others as well. Imagine, then, that you stumble across that letter while your
husband is still very much alive. . . .
Cecilia Fitzpatrick has achieved it all—she’s an incredibly successful businesswoman, a pillar of her small
community, and a devoted wife and mother. Her life is as orderly and spotless as her home. But that letter
is about to change everything, and not just for her: Rachel and Tess barely know Cecilia—or each other—
but they too are about to feel the earth-shattering repercussions of her husband’s secret.
Acclaimed author Liane Moriarty has written a gripping, thought-provoking novel about how well it is really
possible to know our spouses—and, ultimately, ourselves.
Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover
334 pages
Tara Westover was 17 the first time she set foot in a classroom. Born to survivalists in the mountains of
Idaho, she prepared for the end of the world by stockpiling home-canned peaches and sleeping with her
"head-for-the-hills bag". In the summer she stewed herbs for her mother, a midwife and healer, and in the
winter she salvaged in her father's junkyard.

Her father forbade hospitals, so Tara never saw a doctor or nurse. Gashes and concussions, even burns
from explosions, were all treated at home with herbalism. The family was so isolated from mainstream
society that there was no one to ensure the children received an education and no one to intervene when
one of Tara's older brothers became violent.
Then, lacking any formal education, Tara began to educate herself. She taught herself enough mathematics
and grammar to be admitted to Brigham Young University, where she studied history, learning for the first
time about important world events like the Holocaust and the civil rights movement. Her quest for
knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge.
Only then would she wonder if she'd traveled too far, if there was still a way home.
Educated is an account of the struggle for self-invention. It is a tale of fierce family loyalty and of the grief
that comes with severing the closest of ties. With the acute insight that distinguishes all great writers,
Westover has crafted a universal coming-of-age story that gets to the heart of what an education is and
what it offers: the perspective to see one's life through new eyes and the will to change it.
Devotion: An Epic Story of Heroism, Friendship, and Sacrifice by Adam Makos
464 pages
Devotion tells the inspirational story of the U.S. Navy’s most famous aviator duo: Lieutenant Tom Hudner, a
white New Englander from the country-club scene, and Ensign Jesse Brown, an African American
sharecropper’s son from Mississippi. Tom passed up Harvard to fly fighter planes for his country. Jesse
became the navy’s first black carrier pilot to defend a nation that wouldn’t even serve him in a bar.
While much of America remained divided by segregation, Jesse and Tom joined forces as wingmen in
Fighter Squadron 32. Adam Makos takes us into the cockpit as these bold young aviators cut their teeth at
the world’s most dangerous job—landing on the deck of an aircraft carrier—a line of work that Jesse’s
young wife, Daisy, struggles to accept. Then comes the war no one expected, in faraway Korea.
Devotion brings us into the foxholes with U.S. Marines and soaring overhead with Tom and Jesse as they
battle a North Korean invasion. As the fury of the fighting escalates, Tom and Jesse fly, guns blazing, to save
a Marine division cornered at the Chosin Reservoir and outnumbered ten to one. When one of the duo is
shot down behind enemy lines and pinned in his burning plane, the other faces an unthinkable choice:
watch his friend die or attempt history’s most audacious one-man rescue mission.
A tug-at-the-heartstrings tale of bravery and selflessness, Devotion asks: How far would you go to save a
friend?
Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI by David Grann
359 pages
In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were members of the Osage Indian Nation in
Oklahoma. After oil was discovered beneath their land, the Osage rode in chauffeured automobiles, built
mansions, and sent their children to study in Europe.
Then, one by one, they began to be killed off. One Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart, watched as her family
was murdered. Her older sister was shot. Her mother was then slowly poisoned. And it was just the
beginning, as more Osage began to die under mysterious circumstances.

In this last remnant of the Wild West—where oilmen like J. P. Getty made their fortunes and where
desperadoes such as Al Spencer, “the Phantom Terror,” roamed – virtually anyone who dared to investigate
the killings were themselves murdered. As the death toll surpassed more than twenty-four Osage, the
newly created F.B.I. took up the case, in what became one of the organization’s first major homicide
investigations. But the bureau was then notoriously corrupt and initially bungled the case. Eventually the
young director, J. Edgar Hoover, turned to a former Texas Ranger named Tom White to try unravel the
mystery. White put together an undercover team, including one of the only Native American agents in the
bureau. They infiltrated the region, struggling to adopt the latest modern techniques of detection. Together
with the Osage they began to expose one of the most sinister conspiracies in American history.
In Killers of the Flower Moon, David Grann revisits a shocking series of crimes in which dozens of people
were murdered in cold blood. The book is a masterpiece of narrative nonfiction, as each step in the
investigation reveals a series of sinister secrets and reversals. But more than that, it is a searing indictment
of the callousness and prejudice toward Native Americans that allowed the murderers to operate with
impunity for so long. Killers of the Flower Moon is utterly riveting, but also emotionally devastating.
The Masterpiece by Fiona Davis
368 pages
For the nearly nine million people who live in New York City, Grand Central Terminal is a crown jewel, a
masterpiece of design. But for Clara Darden and Virginia Clay, it represents something quite different.
For Clara, the terminal is the stepping stone to her future, which she is certain will shine as the brightly as
the constellations on the main concourse ceiling. It is 1928, and twenty-five-year-old Clara is teaching at the
lauded Grand Central School of Art. A talented illustrator, she has dreams of creating cover art for Vogue,
but not even the prestige of the school can override the public's disdain for a "woman artist." Brash, fiery,
confident, and single-minded--even while juggling the affections of two men, a wealthy would-be poet and
a brilliant experimental painter--Clara is determined to achieve every creative success. But she and her
bohemian friends have no idea that they'll soon be blindsided by the looming Great Depression, an
insatiable monster with the power to destroy the entire art scene. And even poverty and hunger will do
little to prepare Clara for the greater tragedy yet to come.
Nearly fifty years later, in 1974, the terminal has declined almost as sharply as Virginia Clay's life. Full of
grime and danger, from the smoke-blackened ceiling to the pickpockets and drug dealers who roam the
floor, Grand Central is at the center of a fierce lawsuit: Is the once-grand building a landmark to be
preserved, or a cancer to be demolished? For Virginia, it is simply her last resort. Recently divorced, she has
just accepted a job in the information booth in order to support herself and her college-age daughter,
Ruby. But when Virginia stumbles upon an abandoned art school within the terminal and discovers a
striking watercolor hidden under the dust, her eyes are opened to the elegance beneath the decay. She
embarks on a quest to find the artist of the unsigned masterpiece--an impassioned chase that draws
Virginia not only into the battle to save Grand Central but deep into the mystery of Clara Darden, the
famed 1920s illustrator who disappeared from history in 1931.

A Fall of Marigolds by Susan Meissner
394 pages
September 1911. On Ellis Island in New York Harbor, nurse Clara Wood cannot face returning to
Manhattan, where the man she loved fell to his death in the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire. Then, while caring for
a fevered immigrant whose own loss mirrors hers, she becomes intrigued by a name embroidered onto the
scarf he carries…and finds herself caught in a dilemma that compels her to confront the truth about the
assumptions she’s made. Will what she learns devastate her or free her?
September 2011. On Manhattan’s Upper West Side, widow Taryn Michaels has convinced herself that she is
living fully, working in a charming specialty fabric store and raising her daughter alone. Then a long-lost
photograph appears in a national magazine, and she is forced to relive the terrible day her husband died in
the collapse of the World Trade Towers…the same day a stranger reached out and saved her. Will a chance
reconnection and a century-old scarf open Taryn’s eyes to the larger forces at work in her life?
The Prayer Box by Lisa Wingate
400 pages
When Iola Anne Poole, an old-timer on Hatteras Island, passes away in her bed at ninety-one, the struggling
young mother in her rental cottage, Tandi Jo Reese, finds herself charged with the task of cleaning out Iola s
rambling Victorian house.
Running from a messy, dangerous past, Tandi never expects to find more than a temporary hiding place
within Iola s walls, but everything changes with the discovery of eighty-one carefully decorated prayer
boxes, one for each year, dating from Iola s youth to her last days. Hidden in the boxes is the story of a
lifetime, written on random bits of paper the hopes and wishes, fears and thoughts of an unassuming but
complex woman passing through the seasons of an extraordinary, unsung life filled with journeys of faith,
observations on love, and one final lesson that could change everything.
Long Way Gone by Charles Martin
296 pages
At the age of eighteen, musician and songwriter Cooper O’Connor took everything his father held dear and
drove 1,200 miles from home to Nashville, his life riding on a six-string guitar and the bold wager that he
had talent. But his wager soon proved foolish.
Five years after losing everything, he falls in love with Daley Cross, an angelic voice in need of a song. But
just as he realizes his love for Daley, Cooper faces a tragedy that threatens his life as well as his career. With
nowhere else to go, he returns to his remote home in the Colorado Mountains, searching for answers
about his father and his faith.
When Daley shows up on his street corner twenty years later, he wonders if it’s too late to tell her the truth
about his past—and if he is ready to face it.
A radical retelling of the story of the prodigal son, Long Way Gone takes us from tent revivals to the Ryman
Auditorium to the tender relationship between a broken man and the father who never stopped calling him
home.

The Story of Arthur Truluv by Elizabeth Berg
240 pages
A moving novel about three people who find their way back from loss and loneliness to a different kind of
happiness. Arthur, a widow, meets Maddy, a troubled teenage girl who is avoiding school by hiding out at
the cemetery, where Arthur goes every day for lunch to have imaginary conversations with his late wife,
and think about the lives of others. The two strike up a friendship that draws them out of isolation. Maddy
gives Arthur the name Truluv, for his loving and positive responses to every outrageous thing she says or
does. With Arthur’s nosy neighbor Lucille, they create a loving and unconventional family, proving that life’s
most precious moments are sweeter when shared.
The Someday Jar by Allison Morgan
343 pages
Real-estate broker Lanie Howard figures she has the perfect man, the perfect job, and the perfect life. Then
she stumbles across her old Someday Jar, the forgotten glass relic where she stashed all the childhood
wishes—no matter how crazy—that her father encouraged her to write down on the backs of Chinese
restaurant fortunes. She used to be fun once! What happened to her?
Although Lanie is wary of uncorking her past, when an attractive stranger saves her from a life-or-death
encounter with a lemon peel at the bottom of a martini glass, she realizes that life is way too short for
regrets. Now, jar in hand, Lanie decides to throw caution to the wind, and carry out everything she had
once hoped to do, even if it means leaving her perfectly “perfect” life behind…
The Silver Music Box by Mina Baites
263 pages
1914. For Paul, with love. Jewish silversmith Johann Blumenthal engraved those words on his most
exquisite creation, a singing filigree bird inside a tiny ornamented box. He crafted this treasure for his
young son before leaving to fight in a terrible war to honor his beloved country—a country that would soon
turn against his own family.
A half century later, Londoner Lilian Morrison inherits the box after the death of her parents. Though the
silver is tarnished and dented, this much-loved treasure is also a link to an astonishing past. With the
keepsake is a letter from Lilian’s mother, telling her daughter for the first time that she was adopted. Too
young to remember, Lilian was rescued from a Germany in the grips of the Holocaust. Now only she can
trace what happened to a family who scattered to the reaches of the world, a family forced to choose
between their heritage and their dreams for the future.
The Truth About Grace by Cassie Dandridge Selleck
287 pages
In this sequel to The Pecan Man, Eldred Mims has died in prison after serving time for a crime he did not
commit. When Ora Lee Beckworth decides to set the record straight, her confession leaves Blanche
Lowery's daughters, Patrice and Grace, to grapple with the aftermath of a lifetime of lies. Now the sisters
must reframe everything they thought they knew about their mother, their brother, and the man they
knew as Eddie.

Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns
405 pages
On July 5, 1906, scandal breaks in the small town of Cold Sassy, Georgia, when the proprietor of the general
store, E. Rucker Blakeslee, elopes with Miss Love Simpson. He is barely three weeks a widower, and she is
only half his age and a Yankee to boot. As their marriage inspires a whirlwind of local gossip, fourteen-yearold Will Tweedy suddenly finds himself eyewitness to a family scandal, and that’s where his adventures
begin.
Cold Sassy Tree is the undeniably entertaining and extraordinarily moving account of small-town. Southern
life in a bygone era. Brimming with characters who are wise and loony, unimpeachably pious and
deliciously irreverent, Olive Ann Burns’s classic bestseller is a timeless, funny, and resplendent treasure.
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith (a classic selection)
496 pages
The beloved American classic about a young girl's coming-of-age at the turn of the century, Betty Smith's A
Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a poignant and moving tale filled with compassion and cruelty, laughter and
heartache, crowded with life and people and incident. The story of young, sensitive, and idealistic Francie
Nolan and her bittersweet formative years in the slums of Williamsburg has enchanted and inspired
millions of readers for more than sixty years. By turns overwhelming, sublime, heartbreaking, and uplifting,
the daily experiences of the unforgettable Nolans are raw with honesty and tenderly threaded with family
connectedness -- in a work of literary art that brilliantly captures a unique time and place as well as
incredibly rich moments of universal experience.
There There by Tommy Orange
294 pages
There There is a relentlessly paced multigenerational story about violence and recovery, memory and
identity, and the beauty and despair woven into the history of a nation and its people. It tells the story of
twelve characters, each of whom have private reasons for traveling to the Big Oakland Powwow. Jacquie
Red Feather is newly sober and trying to make it back to the family she left behind in shame. Dene
Oxendene is pulling his life back together after his uncle’s death and has come to work at the powwow to
honor his uncle’s memory. Opal Viola Victoria Bear Shield has come to watch her nephew Orvil, who has
taught himself traditional Indian dance through YouTube videos and has come to the powwow to dance in
public for the very first time. There will be glorious communion, and a spectacle of sacred tradition and
pageantry. And there will be sacrifice, and heroism, and unspeakable loss.
Here is a voice we have never heard—a voice full of poetry and rage, exploding onto the page with stunning
urgency and force. Tommy Orange writes of the urban Native American, the Native American in the city, in
a stunning novel that grapples with a complex and painful history, with an inheritance of beauty and
profound spirituality, and with a plague of addiction, abuse, and suicide. An unforgettable debut, destined
to become required reading in schools and universities across the country.

